Chafter II
A RETROSPECT

IT MAY not be unprofitable to dwell for a while on the
social conditions then prevailing in this part of Devon,
since those who knew him intimately are aware to
what a great extent John Lane's character and tastes
were moulded by his early environment.

To begin with the Church. It was twenty years or
more since Newman had quitted the Anglican fold, but
the Tractarian Movement, which was destined in the
long run to produce such striking changes, doctrinal and
ceremonial, in public worship throughout the country,
had as yet had little effect in this remote corner of western
England. It is true that Hawker of Morwenstow, just
over the Cornish border, was a High Churchman and
practised an elaborate ritual; but it was a ritual of a
somewhat individual character, a ceremonial evolved out
of his own poetic imagination. At any rate, Hawker
was an exception, and, for the most part, the parsons
round about were what Dinah Morris and her Methodist
friends would not have hesitated to call 'idle shepherds'.
Yet most of them managed, and without effort, to fill
their churches; and, in spite of the fact that some of them
were learned men, they were frequently in much closer
touch with their parishioners than are the majority of
their present-day successors. The reason, or one of the
reasons, for this is that in those times the parsons farmed

7